
MARINWOOD VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 

A MARKET FOR MARINWOOD 

WHY IS IT TAKING SO LONG?  

There are several reasons that explain part of the story for the 
delay---drawn out negotiations with the property owner, 
remediation of the toxic plume left over from a prior cleaning 
business, the normal delays of the planning process---but there is 
one explanation that overshadows all of these and has brought the 
project to a grinding halt. This explanation centers on the 
County’s goal to make the Marinwood Village “a model project for 
providing affordable housing at a redevelopment site such as an 
underutilized shopping center”. The County’s goal is to have up to 
50% of the housing units affordable.  

In order for any project to be successful, the three main parties 
(Community, Developer and County) must agree on the terms for 
moving the process forward. For the community the key is 
community acceptance---does the project meet the needs of the 
community---for the developer it is economic viability---can the 
project be built--- and for the county it is reasonable compliance 
with county planning policies and goals. 

For the Marinwood Village project, the Community and the 
Developer are close to meeting their requirements for moving the 
process forward. The County, however, still has a long ways to go 
before its requirements are met. The County continues to demand 
a larger number of affordable units than the 20% required by 
County Ordinance. The County’s new goal, adopted in November 
2007, for up to 50% affordable has never been tried in a county 
project. The highest affordable % for any jurisdiction within the 
county is 20%.  The Marinwod Village project is the test case for 
the 50% goal. There is no funding mechanism available to 
implement the 50% goal. Consequently, as the County continues to 
insist on more affordable units and demands concessions from the 



developer and the community the project loses its economic 
viability---it can’t be built---and its potential for community 
acceptance.  

The Marin County Board of Supervisors has the authority to 
determine the number of affordable units within the Marinwood 
Village project.  

The residents of Tam Valley, which was initially proposed as a 50% 
goal site, rose up and demanded that their County supervisor take 
action to get them off the 50% goal list. The effort was 
successful. Tam Valley is no longer a site with a goal for up to 
50% affordable units.  

Now it is Marinwood’s turn. If we want a Market (market rate 
housing is the economic engine which makes a market possible) 
then we have to demand that our County Supervisor take 
appropriate action to make sure the affordable component for the 
Marinwood Village project remains at the 20% level and that the 
project not become an experiment to see how many affordable 
units up to 50% can be built as part of the project.  

1st District Supervisor Susan Adams can be reached by email at 
SAdams@co.marin.ca.us 

As part of the community effort to move the project forward and 
get a market for the community, the Marinwood Village Task 
Force has scheduled a community meeting for Monday, July 14th, 
7:30 pm at the Marinwood Community Center. 

A flyer announcing the community meeting is attached as a pdf 
file. Also attached as a pdf file is a letter which was sent to 
Supervisor Adams and that explains the reasons for holding the 
community meeting. 



 

!"##"$%#&%'()"$*+'&$%'(',-%,.,/'%

'012345673%%,89:6;%

#<2%#96=%>73?2%<96%82?5828%@<9@%5@%56%@5:2%@7%<942%9%?7::0A5@B%:22@5AC%9A8%60D:5@%

@7%9%329E5@B%?<2?=F%%

'12?5G5?9EEBH%I5@<% 32612?@% @7% @<2% @7@9E%A0:D23%7G%<7065AC%0A5@6% @<2% ?7::0A5@B%I5EE%

9??21@H%@<2%#96=%>73?2%<96%9C3228%@<9@%703%A2J@%6@21%6<70E8%D2%@7%96=%@<2%?7::0A5@B%

G73%G228D9?=F%%

>7EE7I5AC%932%1765@57A6%@<2%#96=%>73?2%9C3228%@7%9@%@<2%#<03689B%:22@5AC;%

KF #<9@%@<2%L7::0A5@BM6%C79E6%932%G73%9%:93=2@H%9A?5EE93B%32@95EH%9%?7::0A5@B%

C9@<235AC% 9329% 9A8% 9% 74239EE% N09E5@B% 137O2?@% @<9@% G0EEB% 988326626% @39GG5?%

?53?0E9@57A%9A8%193=5AC%?7A?23A6F%%

PF #<9@%@<2%L7::0A5@B%I5EE%9??21@%9%<7065AC%?7:17A2A@%96%9%@3982%7GG%G73%@<2%

:93=2@%9A8%32@95E%?2A@23%96%E7AC%96%@<2%@7@9E%A0:D23%7G%<7065AC%0A5@6%8726%

A7@%2J?228%QRF%%

SF #<9@% @<232% 56% A7% 32967A% @7% 2AC9C2% 5A% 9% G9?5E5@9@28% 137?266% @7% 82?582% @<2%

01123% E5:5@% G73% @<2% @7@9E%A0:D23%7G%<7065AC%0A5@6F%#<56%A0:D23%6<70E8%D2%

D9628%7A%?7::0A5@B%9??21@9A?2%9A8%2?7A7:5?%459D5E5@BF%%

TF #<9@%5G%@<2%?70A@B%I56<26%@7%5A?32962%@<2%A0:D23%7G%9GG7389DE2%0A5@6%I5@<5A%

@<2%QR%0A5@%@7@9E%D2B7A8%@<2%PRU%9:70A@%@<2A%@<2%D0382A%6<70E8%G9EE%7A%@<2%

?70A@B%@7%62?032%G0A85AC%@7%60D6585V2%9AB%9885@57A9E%0A5@6F%%

#<2%#96=%>73?2%:2:D236H%D9628%7A%5A8545809E%?7::0A5?9@57A6%I5@<%9%I582%39AC2%7G%

?7::0A5@B%326582A@6H%D2E5242%@<9@%1765@57A6%KWT%9??039@2EB%3213262A@%@<2%:9O735@B%

452I%7G%@<2%?7::0A5@BF%%-7A2@<2E266H%@7%?7AG53:%@<56%?7A?E0657A%@<2%#96=%>73?2%<96%

82?5828%@<9@%5@%56%5:173@9A@%@7%<7E8%9%?7::0A5@B%:22@5AC%G73%@<2%1031762%7G%

67E5?5@5AC%?7::0A5@B%G228D9?=%%

#<2%#96=%%>73?2%<96%32623428%@<2%?7::0A5@B%:22@5AC%377:%9@%@<2%/935AI778%

L7::0A5@B%L2A@23%G73%@<2%242A5AC%7G%X0EB%KT@<F%#<2%#96=%>73?2%I70E8%E5=2%@7%5A45@2%

#<2%L70A@B%Y'012345673H%)E9AA5AC%.532?@73%9A8%6@9GGZ%@7%9@@2A8%@<2%X0EB%KT@<%:22@5AC%

@7%13262A@%@<2%L70A@B%123612?@542%9A8%@7%9A6I23%9AB%N026@57A6%G37:%@<2%326582A@6F%%%

,%>EB23%Y622%9@@9?<:2A@%D2E7IZ%9AA70A?5AC%@<2%?7::0A5@B%:22@5AC%<96%D22A%

13219328F%.773%@7%8773%856@35D0@57A%I5EE%D2C5A%@<56%I22=2A8F%+A%9885@57AH%9A%

2E2?@37A5?%A2I6E2@@23%I5EE%D2%62A@%70@%@<56%I22=2A8%9AA70A?5AC%@<2%?7::0A5@B%

:22@5ACF%%%

$2612?@G0EEBH%%

>39A=%-2E67AH%L<953H%/935AI778%*5EE9C2%#96=%>73?2%



 
  

!"#$#%
&'%()$%

*+$,#-%.%
!/0%/12%34%5667%489%061:2%237;6%4/6%1<<:9=1>%9?%

4/6%*1:37899@%A3>>1B6%C97;6<4%D>17%17@%243>>%4/6%

;9EEF7340%/12%79%E1:G64.%

H%I64%4/6%3723@6%2;99<%97%8/14J2%56/37@%4/6%@6>10%

37%B64437B%1%E1:G64%

H%K37@%9F4%8/14%1;4397%09F%;17%41G6%49%/6><%4/6%%%%%%%%%

;9EEF7340%B64%1%E1:G64%

!"#$%&'$(&)*$&$+,--*.*'%*L%

/012$30$4$/0115673!$1223768$$

%

*66437B%>9;14397M%%*1:37899@%C9EEF7340%C6746:%

N146M%*97@10O%PF>0%QR4/%

-3E6M%SMTU%<E%

*66437B%2<9729:6@%17@%<:626746@%50%4/6%*1:37899@%A3>>1B6%-12G%K9:;6%


